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Singapore is known for its multiculturalism, multi-
religiousness, and racial harmony. Singaporeans are
generally friendly and open-minded, but they are very
respectful of laws and cultural norms. Following these
dos & don’ts will ensure that you will have a memorable
experience while showing your appreciation for the
country’s rich culture.

DosDosDos



Respect Religious Sites
Dos

Do dress modestly when visiting religious places like
temples, mosques, and churches. Cover shoulders and
knees to show respect. 
Do remove your shoes before entering Hindu temples or
mosques.



Follow Local Dining Etiquette
Do check if a restaurant is Halal-certified if dining with Muslim
companions.
Do use your right hand when eating with your hands,
especially in Indian or Malay dining settings.

Dos



Do greet locals
with a smile and
show respect
when addressing
elders or officials.

Be Mindful of Public
Behaviour

Do queue
politely and wait
for your turn;
Singaporeans
value orderly
conduct.

Dos



Do learn basic greetings in different languages (e.g.,
Malay, Mandarin, Tamil) to connect with locals.
Do understand and appreciate the multicultural

festivals celebrated, like Chinese New Year, Hari Raya,
Deepavali, and Vesak Day.

Respect
Multicultural
Practices



Observe Public
Hygiene

Do dispose of trash in designated bins;
littering is a punishable offense.
Do be considerate of others by keeping
public spaces clean and orderly.

Dos



Respect Public
Behaviour

Norms
Do speak softly in public spaces to

maintain the country’s peaceful
atmosphere.

Do yield to the elderly and those with
special needs on public transport

Dos



Don’t bring meat products into Hindu
temples, as many Hindus are vegetarian.
Don’t touch someone’s head or point your
feet at religious symbols; it’s considered
disrespectful in many Asian cultures.

Don’tsDon’tsDon’ts

Avoid Offending
Religious

Sensitivities



Avoid Eating or
Drinking in Certain
Areas
Don’t eat or drink on public transportation
(MRT/buses), as it is strictly prohibited.



Don’t Misuse Public
Spaces
Don’t smoke outside of designated
smoking areas, as Singapore has strict
laws on smoking.



Don’t Be Disrespectful
of Cultural Norms

Don’ts

Don’t make jokes about race or religion; Singapore is
sensitive to maintaining racial harmony.
Don’t touch someone of the opposite gender unless they
initiate, as it can be offensive in certain cultural contexts.



Avoid Breaking Legal or
Cultural Rules

Don’t chew gum excessively in public; importing gum is
regulated in Singapore.
Don’t jaywalk; always cross the street at pedestrian crossings.

Don’ts



Don’ts

Don’t Ignore Signs of
Respect

Don’t interrupt religious ceremonies or
take photos without permission, especially
during prayer times.
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